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Highlights

	•There were significant variations in examination grades based on the scoring model.

	•Not applying partial credit resulted in significantly different end of course outcomes.

	•A scoring model that awards partial credit produces outcomes that appear to be the most fair.




Abstract
There are currently a limited number of resources to guide faculty in incorporating Next Generation NCLEX (NGN) test items into course level examinations. This study investigated scoring nursing examinations with NGN questions in an associate degree nursing program. Analysis showed that there were significant variations in module exam and course grades based on the scoring model applied. The number of students who would have failed would have increased 157% without receiving partial credit. Thus, a partial scoring model that weights items individually as opposed to collectively should allow for more precise measurements of student's knowledge while being the most fair. The results can be used to develop and deliver fair nursing examinations whose results accurately capture student knowledge.
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